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Polar Prospector

NASA’s latest Mars lander has
begun digging for water ice just
beneath the surface.

By J. Kelly Beatty

Planetary Peculiarities
Intriguing discoveries keep on
coming from the rapidly expand-
ing universe of extrasolar planets.
By Ken Croswell

The Coming Giant

Sky Patrols

What will it mean when
machines watch everything to
24th magnitude? For one thing:
new opportunities for amateur
science under the stars.

By Peter Jedicke and Robert Jedicke
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Sky at a Glance

Northern Hemisphere’s Sky
The Sagittarius Crazy Quilt
By Fred Schaaf

Binocular Highlight
Lagoon and Trifid Nebulae
By Gary Seronik

Suburban Star-Hop
Lyra’s Dandy Doughnut
By Ken Hewitt-White

Southern Hemisphere’s Sky
By Greg Bryant

Sun, Moon,
and Planets
Twilight Threesome
By Fred Schaaf

On the cover: After a picture-perfect

landing on the Martian arctic plains,

Phoenix is giving planetary scientists
a taste of what lies beneath. See our

report on page 22.
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Exploring the Moon
A Colorful Moon?
By Charles A. Wood

Celestial Calendar
« Uranus & Neptune After Dark
« Moon Crosses the Pleiades
« The Year’s Best Asteroid
Occultation
By Alan MacRobert

Deep-Sky Wonders
Magic Nights of Stars
By Sue French

NASA / JPL= CALTECH



CARY SERONIK

S&T TEST REPORT

A Bigger Blast for the Buck
With its 6-inch aperture and
weighing 23 pounds, this isn’t your
kid’s StarBlast.

By Gary Seronik

Quick Look: Astro-Tech
AT80EDT Refractor
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A striking carbon-fiber tube helps set

this 80-mm f/7 apochromat apart
from the others.
By Dennis di Cicco
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FIND A LOCAL
ASTRONOMY CLUB
SkyandTelescope.com/clubs

ONLINE STAR-PARTY CALENDAR
SkyandTelescope.com/events

OBSERVING NEWS AS IT BREAKS
SkyandTelescope.com/observing
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A Fond Farewell
By Richard Tresch Fienberg
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Microsoft’s Cosmic Marvel
By Stuart J. Goldman

JOIN THE WWT COMMUNITY

ENJOY MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Sky & Telescope‘s WorldWide Telescope com-
munity gives you instant, free access to
exclusive features including the same con-
stellation patterns you see in the magazine

and sky tours narrated by our editors.
SkyandTelescope.com/wwt

Rambling Through the Skies
Labor Day
By E. C. Krupp

Star Trails
Not the Stellafane Way
By David H. Levy
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80 Telescope Workshop

Selections from My Bookshelf
By Gary Seronik

Hobby Q&A
Gallery

Focal Point
Red Planet Resolve
By Brent J. Bos N

GARY PIERAZZI
SEE ‘N’ SAY ;-

LEARN THE C_ONII'STEI.LATIONS
Locating the constellations is the first step
to finding your way around the night sky.
But how do you pronounce those obscure
names? Visit SkyandTelescope.com and
you're just a few click away from figuring
out how to say Ophiuchus, Canes Venatici,

or any of the 88 celestial signposts.
SkyandTelescope.com/constellations

LISTEN TO THE STARS

Download our monthly skygazing podcast,
grab your MP3 player, and head outdoors.
Our experts will explain everything you

need to appreciate what’s over your head.
SkyandTelescope.com/podcast

PHOTOGRAPH BY FRANK RYAN, |R.

©2008 New Track Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved.



