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20 Mira’s Marvelous Tail 71
An old friend in the evening sky
has left a bigger mark than anyone
knew. By Govert Schilling

22 Mirror, Mirror

The Large Binocular Telescope aims

to prove that two eyes are better than 85

one, especially when those eyes are

really big. By Jonathan Lowe
26 Science, Scholarship, and
Bethlehem’s Starry Night
Astronomically speaking, the
only explanation of the Star of
Bethlehem is the most obvious one.
By Aaron Michael Adair
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Celebrating Cassini

After 10 years in space and 312 years
since reaching Saturn, the Cassini
orbiter continues to beam back wild
and wonderful images.

By J. Kelly Beatty
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The Glorious Geminids

This year’s Geminid meteor shower
occurs in moonless skies. Here’s
what you need to know before you
head out into the cold to watch.

By Tony Flanders

Pacific Eclipse Impressions
The total lunar eclipse of August
28th appeared unusually dark to
many skywatchers — but was it?
By Sean Walker

Fireworks at 50,000 Feet
Flying high over the West Coast,
researchers chased down a flurry

of meteoric particles shed by a comet
2,000 years ago.

By Ronald F. Dantowitz
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On the cover: NASA’s Cassini orbiter
snapped this view of Saturn last April
13th as it arced over the unilluminated
side of the rings, which shine dimly
by filtered sunlight. For more Cassini
images of the ringed planet and its

amazing moons, turn to page 30.
NASA/|PL/SPACE SCIENCE INSTITUTE; INSET. ALAN DYER
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December 2007 Sky at a Glance

Northern Hemisphere’s Sky
Orion Arrives on the Scene
By Fred Schaaf

Binocular Highlight
Ghostly Galaxy M33
By Gary Seronik

Suburban Star-Hop
Clusters Fit for a Queen
By Ken Hewitt-White

Southern Hemisphere’s Sky
By Greg Bryant

Sun, Moon, and Planets
Mars Madness
By Fred Schaaf

Exploring the Moon
Decoding Mare Imbrium
By Charles A. Wood

Celestial Calendar
Moon and Pleiades Meet
By Alan MacRobert

Deep-Sky Wonders
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By Sue French
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Celestron’s Grab-‘n’-Go
6-inch

The NexStar 6 SE Schmidt-
Cassegrain strikes an ideal balance
between aperture and portability
— with a versatile Go To mount as
a bonus. By Alan Dyer

Staying on Track

The Mach1 GTO German equatorial
mount continues the tradition of
excellence that hobbyists have come
to expect from Astro-Physics.

By Dennis di Cicco
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You'll find bonus material for many

Sky & Telescope articles online. Visit
SkyandTelescope.com/skytel for

links. And see page 14 to learn about
interactive observing tools, an online
image gallery, and other special features
of our website.

INDEX TO VOLUME 114
Our latest semiannual index is available
as a free Adobe PDF file. Get it online
at SkyandTelescope.com/index. You
can search the full text of issues back to
mid-1996 by clicking the Archive button
on SkyandTelescope.com’s home page.
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