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On the cover: The last time a spacecraft 

fl ew past Mercury was 1975. But NASA’s 

Messenger made a return visit in Janu-

ary, and scientists agree that the 1,200 

eye-popping images it captured (like this 

false-color view) were worth the wait. 

Turn to page 24 to see the “iron planet” 

as never before.

N
A

S
A

 /
 J

H
U

-A
P

L
 /

 C
A

R
N

E
G

IE
 I

N
S

T
. 

O
F

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N

18

  FEATURES

 18 Decoding the Oldest   
  Light in the Universe
  Reverberating deep-space echoes 
  reveal the history and composition 
  of the universe, thanks in part to 
  the simple science of sound.
  By Gary Hinshaw & Robert Naeye

  Reunion with Mercury
 24 January’s fl yby of this fi re-and-
  ice world was the fi rst in more than 
  three decades.
  By J. Kelly Beatty

 28 The Mystery of the 
  Million-Mass Cloud
  Astronomers dissect the biggest of 
  the enigmatic “high-velocity clouds” 
  plunging into the Milky Way.
  By Govert Schilling 

66 Glimpse the 
  Moon’s Far Side
  Get 9% more Moon at no extra 
  cost — thanks to lunar libration!
  By Gary Seronik

82 Earth and Sky United
  An international team of 
  photographers uses the night sky 
  to inspire worldwide oneness.
  By Babak A. Tafreshi 
  & Mike Simmons

  THIS MONTH’S SK Y

 47 May 2008 Sky at a Glance

48 Northern Hemisphere’s Sky
  Exploring the Great Bear
  By Fred Schaaf

50 Binocular Highlight
  Galaxy Whirlpool
  By Gary Seronik

51 Suburban Star-Hop
  Cluster Near, Cluster Far
  By Ken Hewitt-White

53 Southern Hemisphere’s Sky
  By Greg Bryant

54 Sun, Moon, and Planets
  Twilight Spectacle
  By Fred Schaaf

63 Exploring the Moon
  Hide-and-Seek Basin
  By Charles A. Wood

70 Celestial Calendar
  Springtime Asteroids
  By Alan MacRobert

74 Deep-Sky Wonders
  The Immortal Beast
  By Sue French

May 2008
VOL. 115, NO. 5

COVER
STORY

O
S

C
H

IN
 D

. 
Z

A
K

A
R

IA
N

24

82

NASA / WMAP SCIENCE TEAM

©2008 New Track Media LLC. All rights reserved.



C O N T E N T S ,  C O N T I N U E D

XX

 NEW ON SK YANDTELESCOPE .COM 

TRITON TR ACKER 

It’s tricky to spot Neptune’s biggest 
moon. But with our interactive Triton 
Tracker, you don’t have to miss out. Join 
the exclusive club and learn where to 
look for the dim satellite.
 SkyandTelescope.com/Triton

ONLINE HOBBY Q& A 

We’ve recast our online Hobby Q&A 
department to make it easier to use. Now 
you’ll quickly fi nd the answers to dozens 
of your most interesting questions.
 SkyandTelescope.com/hobbyqanda

 AS TROPHOTOGR APHY 
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SkyandTelescope.com/gallery 
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