
4 February 2010 sky & telescope

February 2010
VOL. 119, NO. 2

  FEATURES

20  Kaguya’s High-Def 
  Highlights
  Dramatic views from a Japanese 
  spacecraft give a new window on 
  the Moon’s “magnifi cent 
  desolation.”
  By Motomaro Shirao

 28 NASA Slams the Moon
  NASA’s “crash and splash” gambit 
  dredged up water from a darkened 
  lunar crater — but not nearly as 
  much as scientists expected to fi nd.
  By J. Kelly Beatty

 60 All About Stargazing 
  Forecasts
  Learn how to interpret weather 
  forecasts — and make your own.
  By Phillip J. Creed

 72 Lunar Landscapes 
  with AviStack
  A powerful freeware program takes 
  your lunar images to the next level.
  By Sean Walker

  S&T TES T REPORT

 34 Starizona’s HyperStar
  This accessory almost makes 
  “snapshot” deep-sky 
  astrophotography a reality.
  By Dennis di Cicco

  THIS MONTH’S SK Y

 40 Northern Hemisphere’s Sky
  By Fred Schaaf

 43 February’s Sky at a Glance

 45 Binocular Highlight
  By Gary Seronik

 46 Planetary Almanac

 48 Sun, Moon, and Planets
  By Fred Schaaf

 51 Exploring the Moon
  By Charles A. Wood

 54 Celestial Calendar
  By Alan MacRobert

 65 Deep-Sky Wonders
  By Sue French

T
U

N
Ç

 T
E

Z
EL

 /
 T

H
E 

W
O

R
LD

 A
T 

N
IG

H
T

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE

6 Spectrum
  By Robert Naeye

8 Letters

10 50 & 25 Years Ago
  By Leif J. Robinson 

12 News Notes

16 Mission Update
  By Jonathan McDowell 

18 Cosmic Relief
  By David Grinspoon 

38 New Product Showcase

70 Telescope Workshop
  By Gary Seronik 

76 Gallery

86 Focal Point
  By Dara J. Norman

SKY & TELESCOPE (ISSN 0037-6604) is published monthly by Sky & Telescope Media, LLC, 90 Sherman St., Cambridge, MA 02140-3264, USA. 
Phone: 800-253-0245 (customer service/subscriptions), 888-253-0230 (product orders), 617-864-7360 (all other calls). Fax: 617-864-6117. Website: 
SkyandTelescope.com. © 2010 Sky & Telescope Media, LLC. All rights reserved. Periodicals postage paid at Boston, Massachusetts, and at additional 
mailing offi ces. Canada Post Publications Mail sales agreement #40029823. Canadian return address: 2744 Edna St., Windsor, ON, Canada N8Y 1V2. 
Canadian GST Reg. #R128921855. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Sky & Telescope, PO Box 171, Winterset, IA 50273. Printed in the USA.

60

On the cover:   
Japan’s Kaguya 
lunar orbiter 
provided this 
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