
2 JA N UA RY 2 018  •  S K Y & TELESCO PE  

T H E  E S S E N T I A L  G U I D E  TO  A S T R O N O M Y

ONLINE

2 M A RC H 2 018  •  S K Y & TELESCO PE  

CONTENTS

Find us on Facebook & Twitter

FEATURES

16 Earth’s Changing 

 Magnetic Field

 We depend on a global electro-
 magnetic bubble to protect us from  
 space radiation. Is that stalwart  
 defense wavering?
 By Robert P. Naeye

22 TESS: The Transiting 

 Exoplanet Hunter 

 NASA’s next planet mission will 
 survey roughly 200,000 nearby stars  
 for signs of alien worlds.
 By Sara Seager 

Cover Story:

28 Star Factories

 When galaxies interact, stars form in 
 spectacular fashion.  By Richard Jakiel

34 What Makes a 

 Great Astrophoto? 

 Recognizing what goes into an 
 outstanding image can help to 
 improve your own work. 
 By Sean Walker

64 #LookUp with Us 

 Learn how modern planetariums can 
 connect communities with the sky.  
 By Michelle B. Larson

S&T TEST REPORT

60 Observatory 1.1.1 
 Software for Macs
  By Richard S. Wright, Jr.

This mosaic of M82 

shows the galaxy’s 

star-blown outfl ows.

ON THE COVER

NASA / ESA / HUBBLE HERITAGE 

TEAM (STSCI / AURA)

SKY & TELESCOPE (ISSN 0037-6604) is published monthly by Sky & Telescope, a division of F+W Media, Inc., 90 Sherman St., Cambridge, MA 02140-3264, USA. Phone: 800-253-0245 
(customer service/subscriptions), 888-253-0230 (product orders), 617-864-7360 (all other calls). Fax: 617-864-6117. Website: skyandtelescope.com. ©2018 F+W Media, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Periodicals postage paid at Boston, Massachusetts, and at additional mailing offi ces. Canada Post Publications Mail sales agreement #40029823. Canadian return 
address: 2744 Edna St., Windsor, ON, Canada N8Y 1V2. Canadian GST Reg. #R128921855. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Sky & Telescope, PO Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 
32142-0235. Printed in the USA.

EQUIPMENT GUIDES

Find advice on choosing the best 
tools for your backyard astronomy 
adventures. 
skyandtelescope.com/

equipment/basics

SKY ON THE GO

Take advantage of our skygazing 
apps, from SkyWeek to Jupiter-
Moons and SaturnMoons.
skyandtelescope.com/Apps

INTERACTIVE SKY CHART

Use our online chart to see what 
the sky looks like for your time and 
place. You can even print handouts!
skyandtelescope.com/interactive-

sky-chart/

K
E

N
 C

R
A

W
F

O
R

D

34

COLUMNS / DEPARTMENTS

 4 Spectrum
  By Peter Tyson

 6 From Our Readers

 8 75, 50 & 25 Years Ago
  By Roger W. Sinnott 

 10 News Notes

 14 Cosmic Relief
  By David Grinspoon

 70 Astronomer’s Workbench
  By Jerry Oltion

 72 Gallery

 83 Event Calendar

 84 Focal Point
  By Jane Green

OBSERVING

 41 March’s Sky at a Glance

 42 Lunar Almanac & Sky Chart

 43 Binocular Highlight
  By Mathew Wedel

 44 Planetary Almanac

 45 Under the Stars
  By Fred Schaaf

 46 Sun, Moon & Planets
  By Fred Schaaf

 48 Celestial Calendar
  By S. N. Johnson-Roehr

 52 Exploring the Solar System
  By J. Kelly Beatty

 54 Deep-Sky Wonders
  By Sue French

 57 Going Deep
  By Al Lamperti

March 2018 VOL. 135, NO. 3

Untitled-56   2 12/20/17   11:10 AM


